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By CAROLYN CRONIN
Post Reporter

Long before 18-year-olds re-
ceived! the right to- vote,
young people in the Clear

*Lake area were active,

They concerned themselves
with. problems . which con-
fronted them~-in the present
world and threatened their fu-
ture world, problems such as
drugs, pollution, ,and - 1ac1al
unrest.

. Adults there are-just begin-
mng to correlate their activi-
ty to tleen activity, The  most
successful attempts at corre-
lation ' have come through
communication. .

A Rotary-sponsored Youth
Forum and a group, Youth
For ¢Commumty Improve-
ment, are beginning to attract
the interest . of the -.young.
They have been organized by
adults,) adu]ts are the forum
speakexs, and adults aid the

* groiip~seeking community im-

provement. The teens are lis-
tening, and questioning.

The Forum was organized a
year ago whenr Leo Sym-
mank, Martin Rappaport, and

Dick Gregg, met with a hand-_ .

ful of students from: Clear

Creek High School to discuss _
like

issues students would
aired through a forum. .

Topics ranged from |school .. ———r—

codes and unrest on col]ece'
campuses to politics in, Texas
andblack power. Their pur-|
pose became to provide a fo-!
rum' in which any point off
view: could be freely aired.
through discussion. - i

!

The first year’s topics in-
cluded “Pollution In, The |
Clear Creek Community,”
“Man]uana — Why or Why
Not"”f”The Role Of School
Codes.!in Youth’s Life' Style
‘‘Premarital- Sex,

Abortion, and Birth Control,”

and “Obscenity.” Attendance
ranved from as low as 40 up
to 250 students.

This year's topics have‘not‘ :

all been selected. The year
was opened- with a forum on
marijuana. Dr. George Gar-
ver, former superintendent of
the.Houston Independent
School District, will speak at
the second forum at 7:30 p.m.
Monday in the Gloria Dei Lu-
theran Church, 18220 Upper
Bay Road, Nassau Bay, on
the correlation of educatlon
to the real world.

Youth For Community Im- -

provement is just getting
started. This group had a
purpose before it organized.
Leo Symmank, chairman of
Rotary’s Youth Committee,
said concern about the 18-

year-old voter led to its orga-

nization.

“Our thoughts were that
now that the 18-year-old is eli-
gible to vote, he may be in-
terested in community ac-
tion,” Symmank said. ‘“We
wanted to help 18-year-olds
become involved in the politi-
cal system.” )

Youth For Community Im-
provement is guided by Dick
Gregg, attorney for the city
of Nassau Bay. John: Benson,
a-student at Clear Creek High

School, heads the group._. _._

Benson describes  his
group’s activity as. “strictly
political.”

- Benson . said.

- Symmank's’ Youth Comimittee
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“We're- gomg to set upi
workshops for " the upcomlno
1972 elections and . AAry to get
information - to: the. klrdS on
how: to become - mvolved’
Cfwelll” ;try to»,.
provide political onentatlon

The group -is presently
working on a comparatlve
study ‘of police; departmenrs~
in the Clear Lake- area and
are’ studying; the; functlon of.
police departments m ]ocal-
city government ;

Just as any idea’ can be dis-
cussed at the Forum, any ac-
tivity can be suggested to

for possible” organization. This:
year’s Forum  sponsored a
film festival the first ‘erekend
in - December. * Students se-
lected the films but left inter-
pretation to the 1nd1v1dual

Most students hear of meet-
ings through word-of-mouth.
Sometimes there are’ mim-
eographed papers anuounlcing
Forum speakers and- topics.
Martin Rappaport;: co-chair-
man of this year's Forum
with Chuck Hoover, thinks the
hardest part of his work is
letting people know when a
meeting has been schedulad. .

“We’ll _open_it _up_to. any-;
body,” Rappaport said, “but
the hardest part is commu-
nication.”
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